
As the world continues to urbanise, the dominant trend is for cities to sprawl. In
the process, established urban geographies are transforming and new spaces are
being  created.  While  some  spaces  de-densify,  others  are  experiencing  rapid
densification horizontally, vertically or volumetrically, causing the economic, social,
environmental and political composition of urban space to increasingly be in flux.
This raises fundamental questions about the changing experiences of urban life in
the present, and how these experiences might be shaping new urban futures. In
many respects,  these questions are more pronounced in Asia,  where cities are
emerging  and  growing  at  a  pace  and  scale  never  before  seen.  How  do  we
understand these changing urban dynamics? What are the key drivers? How might
we contextualise their consequences? And, in spaces of often rapid change, what is
needed to ensure more liveable, inclusive and sustainable urban forms?

Themes to be discussed include, but not limited to the following:
• Gentrification and the changing rural-urban divide
• Vertical and volumetric urbanisms
• Intersections of labour, technology, and urban spatial change
• Changing patterns of urban densification
• Psycho-social consequences of (de-)densification
• Urban ecologies and multi-species flourishing
• Urban policies, plans, and knowledge transfers

Download Full Programme and REGISTER

Tuesday, 6 August Day 1

 8:30 am  - 9:00 am Morning Tea and Registration

 9:00 am  - 9:10 am Welcome Address

 9:10 am  - 10:55 am Session 1

10:55 am - 11:05 am Break

11:05 am - 12:35 pm Session 2

12:35 pm - 1:35 pm Lunch

  1:35 pm - 3:05 pm Session 3

  3:05 pm - 3:15 pm Break

  3:15 pm - 4:45 pm Discussant Comments & Open Discussion

Wednesday, 7 August Day 2

  8:30 am - 9:00 am Morning Tea

  9:00 am - 10:30 am Session 4

10:30 am - 10:40 am Break

10:40 am - 12:10 pm Session 5

12:10 pm - 1:10 pm Lunch

  1:10 pm - 2:40 pm Discussant Comments & Open Discussion
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Professor of Geography

Orlando Woods
 

Singapore Management

University

View Profile

Orlando  Woods  is  Professor  of  Geography  at  the  College  of

Integrative Studies, Singapore Management University, where he

serves  as  Associate  Dean  (Research  and  Postgraduate

Programmes).  Concurrently,  he  also  serves  as  the  Inaugural

Director of the SMU Urban Institute. His research interests span

urban,  cultural  and  political  geography,  and  coalesce  around

thematic questions concerning multiculturalism and superdiversity,

digital technologies and infrastructure development. Empirically, his

work focusses on South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

Professor of Geography

Colin McFarlane
 

Durham University

View Profile

Colin McFarlane is Professor of Geography at Durham University.

His work focusses on urban life and politics, including the themes

of knowledge, learning, sanitation, density, and fragments. He is

author of Waste and the City: The Crisis of Sanitation and the Right

to Citylife (Verso, 2023), Fragments of the City: Remaking Urban

Worlds  (University  of  California,  2021),  and  Learning  the  City:

Knowledge and Translocal Assemblage (Wiley, 2011)
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